IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: KOGUT-0 ' CONNELL ET AL. ) 

) Group Art: 

Serial No: 09/879,270 )2154 

) 

Filed: June 12, 2001 ) Examiner: 

) Martin, N. 

For: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ) 

MANAGING PREFERRED WEB SITE ) 
LINKS ) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.131 



Judy J. Kogut-O'Connell, Ryan S. Camngton, Jackie L. Hill, Catherine Ng, and 
Ann T. Storms declare and say that: 

1 . We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to May 5, 1999 and then reduced the invention 

* to practice in the United States prior to May 5, 1999. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 

(a) Exhibit A is Lotus Freelance Presentation that describes the features of a 
procurement-oriented embodiment of the invention (Web-Key) in support of conception 
prior to May 5, 1999. Page 1 of Exhibit A generally defines the invention tool including 



an Intranet site of Uniform Resource Locators (URLs), links from the listing of URLs to 
the corresponding websites, and operation facilitation independent of a system user's 
running application as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 9 of the application. Page 
2 of Exhibit A describes the advantages of the invention, including consistency in 
communicating new websites, as well as updating, maintaining, and deleting websites. 
Page 2 of Exhibit A also specifies a repository of the websites made immediately 
accessible to new employees and a user interface as recited in independent claims 1, 5, 
and 9 of the application. 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Jackie Hill, which was forwarded 
by co-inventor, Ann Storms, both of which pre-date May 5, 1999. The subject email 
relates to a proposed draft of an announcement for the Web-key invention. This email 
further describes the elements of the invention as claimed in Applicants' independent 
claims 1, 5, and 9 of the application. This email supports conception and reduction to 
practice prior to May 5, 1999. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits A and B 
clearly demonstrate conception and reduction to practice prior to May 5, 1999. 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 101 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of this application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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Date: 



Judy J. Kogut-O' Cornell 



Date: 

Ryan S. Carrington 

Date: 



Jackie L. Hill 



Date: 



Catherine Ng 

Date: '^^\OS ^jlO^^ 

Ann T. Storms 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 



storm$@us.Ibm,corrv • . 1 ; 

' : \" "! • • :• }<: , \ , v, • • : ; 

Visit our Procurement Web Site at http://pr9~cure.sby 1 abm.com 
Visit our Travel Web Site at http://w3.lbm* bom/trav^t ^ 41 • i 

Forwward&d by Ana T Srorms/Poushkeepsie/lBIVhon, 

' ■ " • - ■ " 1 ; . • . b ■ . :,; j u (J /:- i. 

Jackie Hf!I ■ 1 - n . ''. " jl 1 ' ' 



■1; 

0 



To; Betty Pfltochbk/Somere/IBM@lBMUS ,] ', ■ 
cc; , Ann T Storms/Poughkeepsie/tBM@tBMyS 
From: Jackie; Hill/Poughkeepsie/IBM @ IBMtlfe 



Subject: 



Betty, . below is a dr£ft of the web-key announcements ^ button Is npt included as the 

page itself needs tojbe out on the intranet before the button C8n. link to It- Let M me know what you 

think... ' ; \, - ■ v/j\;:;v;;--.VvO ~, ! ; ■ \f; , ; 

The Procurement Strategy for e-Business Team Is piefes&cf to bring you the' WeB-Key. The Web-Key 
will give you access to an extensive lisiing*of jirocurement related URLs : and linksto these URLs. 
The key is designedj to give direct access to this listing frorri your keyboard regardless of what 
application you are using. : •' .,• '• : \- > 

To gain access to this tool simply clicking on the buuon .below and. launch rt>! This action will add 
an internet shortcut icon to your desktop. ?| Do not ^e^ve this icon or 
•access-to the repository of URLs. Once the Icon is.lo t a'ded to, your desktop, access the listing 
simply by typing Alt-Ctrl-W on your keyboard: this Is 'a, setup step\wHlch needs to only be done 
once and all future updates to this feature jyvill be dpne^automaticallv for-youv:jJEach time you 
access the site you will have the newest yersion of the 1 web. key. ; , f v ' ' "K ' ' 

One of the purposes o.f the Web-Key Is to provide a directory to ensure that everyone in " 
procurement is made aware of sites that will help th^m'with their dally activities. ' If there is a site 
that you would like.' see added to this directory, please send, a note'to.Thlnk ['..'>• 
Net/Southbury/IBM|a>|BMUS* ; The list will £e updated on a* regular bja^is so that information remains 
current and new sites are adcled in a tirrieiy , mannej.f/ r v-V ,B - • ■" - 1 ; ^ A f '.. " . . • 

Jackie Hill { 
General Procurement 
phone; (914)433-1058 TL 293-1058 
fax: <9l4)433;-6497 TL 293-6497 
. http i //w3 . 1 brn .com/travel 
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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGD3LE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHffilT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



